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Course description 

Course objective is to introduce PhD students to the interdisciplinary field of postcolonial studies, 

the various methodological approaches, the influence of postcolonial ideas and practices, and the 

interaction with other disciplines (poststructuralist literary criticism, economic theory, gender 

studies, anthropology, historiography, ethnicity studies, etc). The aim is to help students recognize 

how, in the development of the history of Asian Studies, the representation of the East as the 

essentialized and stereotyped 'otherness' of the West has obscured the cultural heterogeneity and 

colorfulness of the East and the West itself. The course analyses the diversity of the East and the 

diversity of the West and the East's cultural and cultural identities. Said, G. Spivak, F. Fanon, 

R. Guha, D. Chakraborty, A. Appadurai, H. Bhabos), revealing how the efforts of Western 

Orientalists to interpret some aspect of Eastern culture inevitably colonize and appropriate the object 

of interpretation. The questions to be addressed will be: is it even possible to break free from the 

epistemic compulsion of colonialism in the post-colonial era? Can we adequately perceive 

otherness? What is the significance of postcolonial studies in the context of contemporary 

globalization and cultural integration? Why is it that the object of the new postcolonial studies is 

not regional culture per se, but the canonized forms of knowledge and local 'traditions' of colonialist 

Western discourse? How did the acceptance of these forms of knowledge in Asia imply the 

recognition of cultural subordination to the notions of the hegemonic Western paradigm and shift 

the development of culture and thought in a Western direction. What is the relationship between 

post-colonial and post-Western studies? 

Course aims and competences: doctoral students will have an understanding of the complex nature 

of post-colonial studies and its relationship with other disciplines and interdisciplinary fields. They 

will be familiar with the basic methods and concepts of postcolonial studies and interdisciplinary 

approaches. Understand the relevance of postcolonial studies in the context of contemporary 

globalization and cultural integration. Understand the dynamics of social, cultural and political 

change in the academic field of postcolonial studies. Doctoral students will be able to identify, 

analyze and critically evaluate Western conceptions of the Orient and the ways in which Orientalist 

discourse has legitimized colonialist aggression and the political and cultural supremacy of the 

Western world. They will become aware of the ways in which postcolonial reflection has been 

influenced by poststructuralist and postmodernist theories popular in Western intellectual circles 

in the 1980s. It will develop interdisciplinary, problem-oriented analytical skills and cognitive and 

communicative skills for a more adequate understanding of cultural otherness. 



Thematic content of the course: 

1. E. Said: Latent and Manifested Orientalism 

2. Imperialism, colonialism, postcolonialism. 

3. Post-structuralism and power relations. 

4. Postcolonial studies and academic interdisciplinarity. 

5. Postcolonialism and postmodernism. 

6. Ranajit Guha and subaltern studies. 

7. Postcolonial feminism and gender relations. 

8. Dipesh Chakrabarty: The relocation of Eurocentric historiography. 

9. Ethnicity, locality and the changing geographical atlas. 

10. Trauma, culture and memory: from Maurice Halbwachs to Jan Assmann.. 

11. Transformations of anthropology in postcolonial studies. 

12. Arjun Appadurai: social imagination and culture. 

13. Traditional knowledge and indigenous forms of knowledge. 

14. Franz Fanon and post-colonial transformations in South America. 

15. Africa and the colonial legacy. 

16. Academic colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

17. Homi Bhaba: hybridity, ambivalence and the 'third space'. 

18. Culture and memory 

19. Postcolonial and post-Soviet studies. 
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10.24425/ro.2023.148339 
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